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HONR 290: Social/Science/Fiction 

[Semester] 

Class:    [Day, Time]  
   [Location]1 
    
Instructor:   Dr. Jennifer K. Lobasz  

(she/hers) 
E-mail:   jlobasz@udel.edu 
Web:   http://jenniferlobasz.com 
   https://irmisc.tumblr.com 
 
Office:   463 Smith Hall 
Office Hours:  [Day, Time] 
   [Day, Time] 

 
Writing Fellows: [Name] 
   [E-mail] 

[Name]  
[E-mail] 

  

                                                        

1 The University of Delaware was built upon the Lenapehoking, the traditional lands of the Lenni Lenape 
before they were forcibly removed to their present-day territory in what we now call Oklahoma and Canada. 

The Nordic language recognizes four orders of foreignness. The first is the 
otherlander, or utlänning, the stranger that we recognize as being a human of our 
world, but of another city or country. The second is the främling…This is the 
stranger that we recognize as human, but of another world. The third is the ramen, 
the stranger that we recognize as human, but of another species. The fourth is the 
true alien, the varelse, which includes all the animals, for with them no 
conversation is possible. They live, but we cannot guess what purposes or causes 
make them act. They might be intelligent, they might be self-aware, but we cannot 
know it. 

Plikt, in Speaker for the Dead, Orson Scott Card 

 

mailto:jlobasz@udel.edu
http://jenniferlobasz.com/
http://jenniferlobasz.com/
https://irmisc.tumblr.com/
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Course Description 

The notion that science fiction might provide insight into 
the study of social and political life is not as far-fetched as it 
initially sounds. Indeed, for a genre purportedly focused on 
the future, sci-fi has long been recognized for its ability to 
speak to concerns of the present, from cautionary dystopias 
to the startling prophetic. In Social/Science/Fiction we will 
explore the challenges and possibilities associated with 
alien encounter. “Alien encounter” in this case refers not to 
the actual or potential existence of extraterrestrial life, but 
to encounters with the Other—those marked as outsiders, 
as less-than-human. In reading works of science fiction in 
conjunction with those of social science, our purpose will 
be less to seek out new worlds than to strive for a nuanced 
understanding of our own, and of the fear and wonder that 
accompany, as astronomer Carl Sagan memorably titled his 
only novel, Contact.  

Learning Outcomes 

• Students will present creative interpretations to the 
problem of encounters with the Other 

• Students will develop and support a thesis while making connections between different 
texts and genres 

• Students will understand, contextualize, and apply challenging theoretical and fictional 
texts 

Required Texts and Materials 

Students are required to use paper, rather than electronic, copies of all assigned readings, 
and to bring them to class on the assigned day. Reading selections not included below can 
be found on our course Canvas site. Please be sure you are using the assigned edition of 
each text. 

• Octavia Butler, Seed to Harvest, ISBN:9780446698900 
• Orson Scott Card, Ender’s Game, ISBN:9780812550702  
• Orson Scott Card, Speaker for the Dead, ISBN:9780812550757  
• Ursula LeGuin, The Left Hand of Darkness, ISBN:9780441478125  
• Carl Sagan, Contact, ISBN:9781501197987 
• Tzvetan Todorov, Conquest of America, ISBN:9780806131375 
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Technology 

Canvas, UD's online learning management system, will be used for all course activities and 
communication channels. All assignments will be posted through the Canvas course site 
unless otherwise directed.  Information on how to use Canvas is available through the 
Canvas Student Guide. Canvas is accessible via MyUD or directly at 
http://www.udel.edu/canvas. 

Evaluation 

Course Component Percentage of 
Total 

Participation in Writing Fellows Program 5% 

Participation in Class Discussions and Exercises 15% 

Reading Journal 20% 

Essay 1 30% 

Essay 2 30% 

Grading Scale 

A 94 – 100 B-    80 – 83 D+ 67 – 69 
A-   90 – 93 C+ 77 – 79 D 64 – 66 
B+   87 – 89 C 74 – 76 D- 60 – 63 
B 84 – 86 C-   70 – 73 F   0 – 59 

Due Dates  

Essay 1 
 

First Draft:  
Final Draft:  
 

Essay 2 
 

Book Choice:  
Part 1:  
First Draft:  
Final Draft:  

 

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701
https://my.udel.edu/
http://www.udel.edu/canvas
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Reading Journal  

Students are responsible for preparing a reading journal entry for each day of class.  Your 
reading journal entries should be 1) typed and collected in a binder, which you should 
bring to class with you EVERY DAY; and 2) posted to the appropriate Canvas discussion 
forum before class.  You have two passes to use during the semester, meaning you will not 
be penalized if you do not turn in your journal that day.  For more information on the 
format and requirements, see the Reading Journal assignment on Canvas. 

Participation 

In order to receive an A in this course, students must be present, prepared, active, and 
courteous participants.  

Present: At a minimum, this means that you are required to attend class—you cannot 
participate if you are not present. In order to receive full participation points, you may have 
no more than two unexcused absences. Bathroom breaks do not require raised hands or 
permission; go and return quickly. Additional information about attendance can be found 
in the course policies further in this document. 

Prepared: Additionally, you must come to class having completed the assigned reading and 
any additional assignments, and must bring your name placard and a copy of the assigned 
reading so that you may refer to it during class. This course will frequently include in-class 
activities that require the assigned reading to complete. 

Active: Finally, I expect you to participate actively and constructively in all class 
discussions. Class discussions are crucial in developing your thinking for assignments and 
for giving you practice in the exchange of ideas typical of academic discourse.  

Courteous: While it is likely that we will cover topics that elicit controversary and strong 
opinions, it is essential that everyone present treat each other with respect. Likewise, I 
expect you to conduct yourself with politeness towards myself, your classmates, and any 
guests who may be present. As such, please arrive before class starts and refrain from 
packing your bags until class is over and I have dismissed you. Please do not text, eat, chew 
gum, or use your electronic devices for any purpose other than note-taking or classwork. 

Meeting with Professor 

Once in the first few weeks and again in the last couple weeks of the course, I will ask each 
student to meet with me in my office for a brief conversation (15 to 20 minutes). This 
conversation is not graded. Everyone will receive a full credit of 1% of your participation 
grade just for meeting with me each time. The purpose of the first meeting is to get to know 
you better. In the first meeting, I’ll ask you about yourself, your motivations and 
expectations for the course, and any concerns or questions you might have about the 
course. In the second meeting, I will ask you how you thought the course went, what you 
learned, and what you liked and disliked about the course. 
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Writing Fellows 

In Honors colloquia you have the added 
advantage of Writing Fellows, advanced students 
who have been trained to assist you in all stages 
of the writing process, from brainstorming and 
research to drafting and revision. This semester 
you will have four mandatory conferences with 
your Fellow. Please come to all meetings on time 
and prepared with the required materials. The 
Writing Fellows’ objective is to help you develop 
your own writing skills, not to do the work for 
you. For more information, please visit 
www.udel.edu/honors/writingfellows. 

Policies 

Absences 

I expect you to attend all classes, or explain in advance (if possible) why your absence is 
unavoidable. If you do miss a class, you are responsible for covering the missed material, 
and for completing any missed assignments before the next class session. If serious 
illnesses, family emergencies, or other crises occur during the term, contact the Assistant 
Dean of your College as soon as possible. This office can assist you in notifying faculty and 
in validating for your teachers what has happened so that you can make up missed 
classwork and assignments. 
 
Absence on religious holidays listed in University calendars is recognized as an excused 
absence. Nevertheless, students are urged to remind the instructor of their intention to be 
absent on a particular upcoming holiday. Absences on religious holidays not listed in 
University calendars, as well as absences due to athletic participation or other 
extracurricular activities in which students are official representatives of the University, 
shall be recognized as excused absences when the student informs the instructor in writing 
during the first two weeks of the semester of these planned absences for the semester. 
 
You are not expected to take unnecessary risks to meet your learning obligations due to 
inclement weather. When classes have not been canceled, please use your own judgment 
whether traveling to campus is hazardous. Please notify me when inclement weather 
precludes you from class attendance. I will keep you informed regarding making up missed 
class time and/or rescheduling of canceled classes. 

Academic Integrity 

Please familiarize yourself with UD policies regarding academic dishonesty. To falsify the 
results of one's research, to steal the words or ideas of another, to cheat on an assignment, 

http://www.udel.edu/honors/writingfellows


7 

to re-submit the same assignment for different classes, or to allow or assist another to 
commit these acts corrupts the educational process. Students are expected to do their own 
work and neither give nor receive unauthorized assistance. Complete details of the 
university's academic integrity policies and procedures can be found at 
https://sites.udel.edu/studentconduct/academic-integrity. 

Children in Class 

1) Breastfeeding babies are welcome in class as often as is necessary to support the 
breastfeeding relationship. Because not all parents can pump enough milk, and not all 
babies will take a bottle reliably, I never want students to feel like they must choose 
between feeding their baby and continuing their education. You and your nursing baby 
are welcome in class anytime. 

2) For older children and babies, I understand that minor illnesses and unforeseen 
disruptions in childcare often put parents in the position of having to choose between 
missing class to stay home with a child and leaving him or her with someone whom you 
or the child does not feel comfortable. While this is not meant to be a long-term 
childcare solution, occasionally bringing a child to class in order to cover gaps in care is 
perfectly acceptable. 

3) I ask that all students work with me to create a welcoming environment that is 
respectful of all forms of diversity, including diversity in parenting status. 

4) In all cases where babies and children come to class, I ask that you sit close to the door 
so that if your little one needs special attention and is disrupting learning for other 
students, you may step outside until their need has been met. Non-parents in the class, 
please reserve seats near the door for your parenting classmates. 

5) Finally, I understand that often the largest barrier to completing your coursework once 
you become a parent is the tiredness many parents feel in the evening once children 
have finally gone to sleep. I hope that you will feel comfortable disclosing your student-
parent status to me. This is the first step in my being able to accommodate any special 
needs that arise. While I maintain the same high expectations for all student in my 
classes regardless of parenting status, I am happy to problem solve with you in a way 
that makes you feel supported as you strive for school-parenting balance. Thank you for 
the diversity you bring to our classroom!  

Difficult Topics and the Center for Counseling and Student Development (CCSD) 

This course may deal with a number of challenging and emotionally charged issues, and 
some students may find the content unexpectedly stressful, especially around the issues of 
sexual assault and violence. If you encounter distress, I encourage you to take advantage of 
the many confidential supports on campus and in the community. Likewise, at times during 
your college experience, personal problems, stress, or life circumstances can feel 
overwhelming. UD's Center for Counseling and Student Development provides a variety of 

https://sites.udel.edu/studentconduct/academic-integrity
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services to promote students’ psychological wellbeing. The Center works with you on a 
confidential and individual basis; in addition, you may utilize assessment and counseling 
services, and referral to additional resources off campus. CCSD is funded by the student 
health fee and does not charge for services. For more information, visit 
http://www.udel.edu/counseling, or call the office at 302-831-2141.  

E-mail 

E-mail (jlobasz@udel.edu) is the most reliable way to get in touch with me outside of class 
and office hours. While I may sometimes be able to return e-mail more quickly, in general 
you should expect a response within 2 business days. If I do not respond in that timeframe, 
please feel free to send a follow-up e-mail or speak to me in person. 
 

Tips for e-mail success 

1) Provide a useful and descriptive subject line (e.g. “Question about my thesis for Essay 
1”) 

2) Begin with a greeting (e.g. “Dear Prof. Lobasz”) and end with a signature (e.g. 
“Sincerely, Student”). You may dispense with these formalities in replies. 

3) Check to see whether your question is already answered in the syllabus or other 
course materials before sending an e-mail. While I enjoy speaking with students, 
and am happy to assist as I can, I receive so much e-mail each day that I cannot 
afford to take the time to respond to questions that have already been answered. 

http://www.udel.edu/counseling
mailto:jlobasz@udel.edu
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Inclusion of Diverse Learning Needs 

Any student who needs an accommodation based on a disability should contact the Office 
of Disability Support Services (DSS) office as soon as possible. The DSS office is located at 
240 Academy Street, Alison Hall Suite 130. You may contact DSS through e-mail at 
dssoffice@udel.edu, via the Internet at http://www.udel.edu/DSS, or by phone at 302-831-
4643. 

Late Work 

Work that is not handed in at the time it is due will be penalized. Late reading journals will 
receive half credit. The only exception is if you have an excused absence, or you have 
discussed the situation with me prior to the assignment’s due date. Students who add this 
course after the first day of class must submit any missed assignments within seven days. 

Non-Discrimination 

The University of Delaware does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, marital status, disability, religion, age, veteran status or any other 
characteristic protected by applicable law in its employment, educational programs and 
activities, admissions policies, and scholarship and loan programs as required by Title IX of 
the Educational Amendments of 1972, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and other 
applicable statutes and University policies. The University of Delaware also prohibits 
unlawful harassment including sexual harassment and sexual violence. 

Office Hours 

Office hours are not just for students who are struggling with the class (although you are 
strongly encouraged to come speak with me if you are having difficulty). I appreciate it 
when students stop by to introduce themselves, to discuss ideas brought up during or 
inspired by the class, or to talk about their interests and plans. Please visit me in Smith Hall 
room 463, and feel free to bring a friend or a classmate. If you plan to stop by during office 
hours, you do not need to make an appointment. 

Recording 

This classroom is dedicated to the safe and open exchange of ideas, including viewpoints 
that may be controversial. It is the responsibility of all students to critically evaluate and to 
respectfully engage in discussion of divergent viewpoints within the classroom context. In 
order to encourage a classroom environment where the free exchange of ideas is possible, 
video and audio recording may only be done under the auspices of Disability Support 
Services. 

mailto:dssoffice@udel.edu
http://www.udel.edu/DSS
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Sexual Misconduct 

If I happen to be made aware that a student may have been the victim of sexual misconduct 
(including sexual harassment, sexual violence, domestic/dating violence, or stalking), I am 
obligated by the University of Delaware to inform the campus Title IX Coordinator. The 
Title IX Coordinator will decide if the incident should be examined further. If such a 
situation is disclosed to me in class, in a paper assignment, or in office hours, I promise to 
protect your privacy—I will not disclose the incident to anyone but the Title IX 
Coordinator. For more information on sexual misconduct policies, where to get help, and 
how to report information, please refer to http://www.udel.edu/sexualmisconduct. At UD, 
we provide 24-hour crisis assistance, as well as victim advocacy and counseling. Contact 
the UD Helpline at 302-831-1001, 24/7/365, to get in touch with a sexual offense support 
advocate. 

Additional Campus Resources 

Office of Academic Enrichment (OAE) 

The mission of the Office of Academic Enrichment (OAE) is to empower students 
to develop the academic skills and strategies that will pave the way for future 
success. Every student can benefit from the support we offer—struggling students gain 
confidence and see great improvement, and high-achieving students become 
even stronger. For more information, visit http://www.ae.udel.edu. 

University Writing Center 

Located in Memorial Hall, room 16, and in the lower level of Morris Library, the University 
Writing Center is a place where all UD community members can come to write and to talk, 
think and learn about writing. It provides all university members the opportunity to 
develop their writing skills through one-to-one and small-group writing tutorials. Their 
services are FREE to all UD students, and you may make up to 2 appointments per week 
using the Writing Center's online scheduler. For more information, visit 
https://www.writingcenter.udel.edu. 

  

http://www.udel.edu/sexualmisconduct
http://www.ae.udel.edu/
https://www.writingcenter.udel.edu/
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Course Schedule 

Reading assignments are subject to change at the discretion of the professor with advance 
notice. Reading assignments available on Canvas are marked with * 

1 
Le Guin, “American SF and the Other”* 
https://www.jenniferlobasz.com/advice.html 
http://pne.people.si.umich.edu/PDF/howtoread.pdf 

2 Hall, "The Spectacle of the 'Other'"* 

3 Card, Ender’s Game, “Introduction” and ch 1-9 

4 Card, Ender’s Game, ch 10-15 

5 Todorov, The Conquest of America, “Forward,” “The Discovery of America,” 
“Columbus and the Indians,” ix-13 and 34-50 

6 No assigned reading 
Star Trek: The Next Generation, “First Contact” 

7 Inayatullah, “Bumpy Space: Imperialism and Resistance in Star Trek: The Next 
Generation” * 

8 
No assigned reading 
Workshop drafts of Essay 1 

Essay 1, First Draft due 

9 
Card, Speaker for the Dead, ch 1-6  
n.b. Speaker is not nearly as quick and easy to read as Ender’s Game. Be sure to allot 
enough time to read these chapters.  

10 Card, Speaker for the Dead, ch 7-14 

11 Card, Speaker for the Dead, 15-18 

12 
No assigned reading 
Star Trek: The Next Generation, “Darmok” 

Essay 1, Final Draft due 

13 Butler, Wild Seed, ch 1-6 

14 Butler, Wild Seed, ch 7-14 and epilogue  
Essay 2, Book Choice due 

15 Todorov, Conquest, “The Reasons for Victory” and “Montezuma and Signs” 51-97 

16 Le Guin, The Left Hand of Darkness, Introduction*, ch 1-10 

17 Le Guin, The Left Hand of Darkness, ch 11-20 

https://www.jenniferlobasz.com/advice.html
http://pne.people.si.umich.edu/PDF/howtoread.pdf
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18 Todorov, Conquest, “Love,” 125-182 

19 
No assigned reading 
Doctor Who, “The End of the World” 

Essay 2, Part 1 due 

20 Dixit, “Relating to Difference: Aliens and Alienness in Doctor Who and International 
Relations”* 

21 Malmgren, “Self and Other in SF: Alien Encounters”* 

22 
No assigned reading 
Workshop drafts of Essay 2 

Essay 2, First Draft due 

23 Sagan, Contact, ch 1-9 

24 Sagan, Contact, ch 10-24 

25 Chiang, “Story of Your Life”* 

26 Todorov, Conquest, “Knowledge,” 183-242 

27 Essay 2, Final Draft due 
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