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Introduction to Global Politics 
M, W, F 1:25 PM - 2:15 PM | 127 Memorial Hall 

Instructor: Dr. Jennifer K. Lobasz | jlobasz@udel.edu | jenniferlobasz.com | irmisc.tumblr.com 
Office Hours: M, 11:30AM - 1:00PM | W, 11:00AM - 12:00PM, 463 Smith Hall 
 
Teaching Assistant: Sumeyra Yildiz Yucel | sumeyra@udel.edu 
Office Hours: W, 11:15AM – 1:15PM | TH, 11:15AM – 12:15PM, 333 Smith Hall 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In today's hyper-connected environment, global politics encompasses far more than just formal 
relations among states. Capital, contagions, cultural products, environmental damage, people, 
political movements, and violence circulate across borders, and present challenges to 
traditional perspectives on international relations. In this class, we will investigate a variety of 
approaches, both new and old, to the study of global politics. 
 
REQUIRED TEXT 

• The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, 7th 
edition. Baylis, Smith, and Owens, eds. Oxford University Press, 2017. 

 
EVALUATION 
Participation 20% Exams (5) 80% 
 
GRADING SCALE 
A 94 – 100 B-    80 – 83 D+ 67 – 69 
A-   90 – 93 C+ 77 – 79 D 64 – 66 
B+   87 – 89 C 74 – 76 D- 60 – 63 
B 84 – 86 C-   70 – 73 F   0 – 59 

mailto:jlobasz@udel.edu
http://jenniferlobasz.com/
mailto:sumeyra@udel.edu
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EXPECTATIONS 
You are expected to complete the assigned readings prior to the class session for which they 
are scheduled. Lectures and discussions will not duplicate, but instead will build on, and hence 
will assume prior familiarity with, assigned readings. You are responsible for remaining 
attentive in class, arriving prepared to discuss course materials, and respecting other members 
of the class as you and they participate. Please bring a paper or electronic copy of each reading 
with you to class, along with notes on the reading, paper, and a pen or pencil.  
 
We are jointly responsible for maintaining a constructive learning environment in the 
classroom. Students whose behavior is disruptive either to me or to other students will be 
asked to refrain from such behavior or, in severe cases, to leave the classroom. Mutual respect 
is expected of everyone in the classroom, and personal attacks will not be tolerated. Please 
arrive before class starts and refrain from packing your bags until class is over. 
 
POLICIES 
Academic Integrity 
Please familiarize yourself with UD policies regarding academic dishonesty 
(http://www.udel.edu/stuguide/14-15/code.html). To falsify the results of one's research, to 
steal the words or ideas of another, to cheat on an assignment, to re-submit the same 
assignment for different classes, or to allow or assist another to commit these acts corrupts the 
educational process. Students are expected to do their own work and neither give nor receive 
unauthorized assistance.    
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Attendance 
Regular attendance is essential to your success in this course. Learning in this course is highly 
dependent on class discussions and activities, the nature of which it is difficult to “make up.” If 
you do miss class for any reason, please inform the teaching assistant as soon as possible. 
Unexcused absences will lower your participation grade. 
 
E-mail 
E-mail is the most reliable way to get in touch with me outside of class and office hours. I will do 
my best to respond within 48 hours. 

Harassment 
It is unacceptable and a violation of university policy to harass, discriminate against or abuse 
any person because of a person's race, color, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, 
disability, religion, age or any other characteristic protected by applicable law. Such behavior 
threatens to destroy the environment of tolerance and mutual respect that must prevail for this 
university to fulfill its educational mission. Contact the Office of Equity and Inclusion 
(http://www.udel.edu/oei/) if you believe a violation has occurred.   
 
Inclement Weather 
You are not expected to take unnecessary risks to meet your learning obligations due to 
inclement weather. When classes have not been canceled, please use your own judgment 
whether traveling to campus is hazardous. Please notify me when inclement weather precludes 
you from class attendance. I will keep you informed regarding making up missed class time 
and/or rescheduling of canceled classes.   

 
Inclusion of Diverse Learning Needs 
This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation. Any 
student who has documented a need for accommodation should contact Disability Support 
Services and the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. 
Disability Support Services can be reached at 302-831-4643, or dssoffice@udel.edu. DSS staff 
will coordinate accommodations for students.  

 
Please note: The University of Delaware is committed to all students’ learning and welcomes 
students with disabilities. If you have a documented disability and need for an accommodation 
in this course, please contact the Office of Disability Support Services located at 
dssoffice@udel.edu or call 302-831-4643 to coordinate accommodations.   
 

Tips for E-Mail Success 
1) Provide a useful and descriptive subject line (e.g. “Question about realism”) 
2) Begin with a greeting (e.g. “Dear Prof. Lobasz”) and end with a signature (e.g. “Sincerely, 
Student”) 
3) Check to see whether your question is already answered in the syllabus or other course 
materials before sending an e-mail.  
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Sexual Misconduct 
If, at any time during this course, I happen to be made aware that a student may have been the 
victim of sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual violence, domestic/dating 
violence, or stalking), I am obligated by federal law to inform the university’s Title IX 
Coordinator. The university needs to know information about such incidents in order to offer 
assistance and to ensure a safe campus environment for all students. The Title IX Coordinator 
will decide if the incident should be examined further.  

 
There are also members of the University community that you can speak to confidentially, 
including licensed counselors and members of the clergy. UD provides 24-hour crisis assistance 
and victim advocacy and counseling. Contact 302-831-2226, Student Health Services, to get in 
touch with a sexual offense support advocate. For more information on Sexual Misconduct 
policies, where to get help, and reporting information, please refer to 
http://www.udel.edu/sexualmisconduct 
 
CAMPUS RESOURCES 
Center for Counseling and Student Development (CCSD) 
At times, personal problems, stress, or life circumstances can interfere with your academic 
functioning. UD's Center for Counseling and Student Development provides a variety of services 
to support you in your academic work and be successful. The Center works with you on a 
confidential and individual basis; in addition, you may utilize assessment and counseling 
services, and referral to additional resources off campus. CCSD is funded by the student health 
fee and does not charge for services. For more information, visit 
http://www.udel.edu/counseling, or call the office at 831-2141. 
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Reading assignments are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. (S) indicates that the 
reading is available through Sakai. 
 

 Date Assignment 
Week 1 W 8/30 Course Overview  

F 9/1 No class 
Week 2 M 9/4 No class 

W 9/6 Introduction: From International 
Politics to World Politics 

(S) Walt, “International 
Relations: One World, Many 
Theories” 
(S) Snyder, “One World, Rival 
Theories” 

F 9/8 Globalization and Global Politics McGrew, ch 1 (15-36) 
Week 3 M 9/11 The Rise of Modern International 

Order 
Lawson, ch 2 (37-51) 

W 9/13 International History 1900-99 Scott, ch 3 
F 9/15 From the End of the Cold War to a 
New Global Era? 

Cox, ch 4 

Week 4 M 9/18 Rising Powers and the Emerging 
Global Era 

Hurrell, ch 5 

W 9/20 Review: The Historical Context  
F 9/22 Exam 1 

Week 5 M 9/25 Realism Schmidt and Dunne, ch 6 
W 9/27 Liberalism Dunne, ch 7 
F 9/29 Marxist Theories Hobden and Jones, ch 8 

Week 6 M 10/2 Social Constructivism Barnett, ch 9 
W 10/4 Poststructuralism Hansen, ch 10 
F 10/6 Post-Colonialism and Indigenous IR Sylvester, ch 11 

(S) Lightfoot, excerpt from 
Global Indigenous Politics: A 
Subtle Revolution 

Week 7 M 10/9 Feminism Kinsella, ch 12 
W 10/11 Review: Theories of International 
Relations 

 

F 10/13 Exam 2 
Week 8 M 10/16 War and World Politics Barkawi, ch 14 

W 10/18 International and Global Security Baylis, ch 15 
F 10/20 Global Political Economy Phillips, ch 16 

Week 9 M 10/23 Gender and Race in World Politics Kirby, ch 17 
Shilliam, ch 18 

W 10/25 Review: Structures and Processes  
F 10/27 Exam 3 

Week 10 M 10/30 International Law Reus-Smit, ch 19 
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W 11/1 International Organizations in World 
Politics 

Park, ch 20 

F 11/3 No class 
Week 11 M 11/6 The United Nations Curtis and Taylor, ch 21 

W 11/8 NGOs in World Politics Joachim, ch 22 
F 11/10 Regionalism in International Affairs Best and Christiansen, ch 23 

Week 12 M 11/13 Review: International 
Organization(s) 

 

W 11/15 Exam 4 
F 11/17 Environmental Issues Vogler, ch 24 

Week 13 M 11/27 Terrorism and Globalization 
Proliferation of WMD 

Kiras, ch 25 
Greitens, ch 26 

W 11/29 Nationalism, National Self-
Determination and International Relations 

Breuilly, ch 27 

F 12/1 Global Trade and Global Finance 
Poverty, Trade and Development 

Watson, ch 28 
Evans and Thomas, ch 29 

Week 14 M 12/4 Human Security and Human Rights Acharya, ch 30 
Donnelly, ch 31 

W 12/6 Review: International Issues  
F 12/8 Exam 5 

 
 


